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OUR MISSION: 
Our faculty are committed to serving the citizens of this 
state through teaching, research and extension 
programs.Research and extension centers are located 
strategically throughout the state. Animal research 
facilities at the 
Leveck Animal Research Center,Bearden Dairy 
Cattle Research Center, Prairie ResearchUnit, Brown Loam 
Research Station, and the WhiteSands Unit 
give faculty opportunities to investigate the challenges 
fadng the livestock industry. 
Our Mission is to provide science-based solutions for 
animal agriculture through innovative and effective 
education, research and 
extension programming. OurVision is Building the Future of 
Agriculture. 
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ADS 2223 Students Volunteer at the Louisville Shelter 

As the 2019 spring semester comes to an end, students in ADS 2223 Companion 
Animal are finishing off the semester by volunteering at the Louisville Animal 
Shelter. This is the second year that the ADS 2223 Companion Animal course has 
worked with the Louisville Animal Shelter. Students signed up throughout the 
spring semester to work in pairs helping with the daily activities at the shelter 
that is based at the industrial park in Louisville, Mississippi just off of Highway 14. 
Due to limited funding, the shelter depends on volunteers to assist with caring for 
the animals, and thus, the ADS 2223 students were valuable in assisting in all 
types of activities including feeding, cleaning kennels, and exercising and 
socializing both the dogs and cats at the shelter. 

and once the students 
got to the facility, she 
was able to train the 
students on safe 
handling of the 
shelter animals. 

Those interested in the ADS 2223 course can contact the course 
instructor Dr. Molly Nicodemus at mnicodemus@ads.msstate.edu. 

The Director of the 
shelter, Barbara 
Yarborough, assisted 
in coordinating the 
student volunteers, 
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Dr. Amanda Stone joins Fellows in creating new 
opportunities through collaborative program 

The program consisted of ten Mississippi State employees from across the university. 
This allowed them to learn how to incorporate community-engaged learning into 
courses in their respective departments. 

The Community-Engaged Learning Fellows have spent three weeks redesigning 
courses and preparing to integrate this type of learning into their teaching, research and 
public service work. The program aims to integrate the philosophy, pedagogy and 
process of community-engaged learning into the MSU academic environment and 
develop faculty leaders who can encourage and mentor their peers. 

Full article: https://www.msstate.edu/newsroom/article/2019/05/msu-community-
engaged-learning-fellows-create-new-opportunities-through/? 
fbclid=IwAR135p4f65VFEn3cCSBurWNFLgGqIzVoIn4IJRDzhJY6vl-bBhjzFCSWuOo 

https://www.msstate.edu/newsroom/article/2019/05/msu-community


Animal and Dairy Scientist on Service 

Muhammet Raşit Uğur, a 
Ph.D. student in the 

Department of Animal and 
Dairy Sciences, and Dr. 

Erdogan Memili spent their 
Saturday morning serving for 
the society on May 18, 2019. 

They helped cleaned portions 
of Highway 389 North right 
outside of Starkville. They 

synergized with the members 
of Starkville Civitan which is a 
branch of Civitan International. 

Civitan’s goals are to help 
nobler citizenship and support 
education and research to 
enhance the quality of life of 
children with developmental or 

intellectual disabilities 
(www.civitan.org). Dr. Memili 
serves as the coordinator of 
Starkville Civitan’s Special 
Education Grant Program. 
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ADS Graduate Student Represents 
MSU at IHSA Nationals 

Earlier in May Animal & Dairy Sciences graduate student Holly Evans 
traveled to Syracuse, New York to represent Mississippi State University at 
the Intercollegiate Horse Show Association (IHSA) National Competition. 
Holly was only one out of 14 riders in the United States that qualified to 
compete in the Alumni Over Fences Division at the 2019 IHSA Nationals. 
While Holly didn’t win top honors at the competition, she did bring home a 
ribbon and proudly represented MSU at the national level. Along with riding 
for the team, Holly assists with coaching the MSU hunt seat team. When not 

coaching and riding, Holly is working on her MS degree under the 
advisement of Dr. Molly Nicodemus and Dr. Erdogan Memili. 

Congratulations Holly! 



Developing Future Faculty 

Courtney Heaton and Muhammet Raşit Uğur, 
both Ph.D. students at the Department of Animal 
and Dairy Sciences, have completed the year-
long Preparing Future Faculty Program at 
Mississippi State University. They have 

graduated from the program and received their 
certificates on Monday April 29, 2019. 

The Preparing Future Faculty Program is aimed 
at assisting students with an interest in a career 
in academia. Topics included understanding 

faculty roles and responsibilities, interviewing for 
positions, and conducting quality teaching. The 
program even included a Teaching Capstone 
where students were evaluated and given 
feedback on their teaching. This program is 
coordinated and taught by the Center for 
Teaching and Learning (CTL) and it is a 

cooperative effort between the CTL, the Office of 
the Graduate School, and Mississippi State 

University Libraries. Program directors included 
Grisham Master Teachers Dr. Linda Morse and 
Professor Michael Seymour, as well as Mrs. 
Amy Barefield, an Instructional Resource 

Consultant through the CTL. 

Heaton studies equine nutrition and exercise 
physiology, with a focus on enhancing diet 
digestibility through prebiotic and probiotic 
supplementation in both sedentary and 
exercising horses in Dr. Clay Cavinder’s 

research group. Ugur studies molecular, cellular 
and physiological markers and mechanisms of 
bull fertility in Dr. Memili’s research group in the 

Department. 
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Senior Animal and Dairy Sciences, Emily 
Haag, Presents Research at MSU's 

Undergradute Research Synposium 

Emily Haag, a senior majoring in Animal and Dairy 
Sciences, conducted research with guidance from her 
postdoctoral mentor Dr. Mustafa Hitit and graduate 

mentor Muhammet Rasit Ugur in Dr. Memili’s 
laboratory. 

Emily presented her research “Correlation of bull fertility 
phenome with sperm cellular and molecular dynamics” 

at MSU’s Spring Undergraduate Research Symposium on 
April 16, 2019. 
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Just Horsing Around at 
Pancakes and Ponies 
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KEEP UP WITH US ON 

FACEBOOK 

https://www.facebook.com/Mississippi-State-University-

Animal-Dairy-Sciences-153818701305363/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Mississippi-State-University


Beef &-rension - Dr. Brandl Karl sch 

June 18·21: Beef !Im proveme nt FederaHori Meetong, Broo'kings SD 
i July 17-118: Deep South Sleeker Conferet1ce, Athens, GA 

Phone: (662) 325-7465 o r b ra ndi.karisch@msstat@_@du 

Beef Calendar: http-J/exten:sion.msstaite.edu/llivestoc k/beef/beef-ca lend a r 

Dal ry Extension -· !Dr .. Amanda Stone 

July 22-23: oa i ry Cow Camp, M issi:sruppi Horse Park Starkville 

Phone: {66 2} 325-8773 or Ema It ama 11tda.stone@msst.at0.ed u ·we bslte-: 
http://extenslo n.msst.a te.edu/d airy 

4-H !Events - IDrr. De.an J'ousan 

June 18-22: Mississip pi State 4+ 1 Horse Show Championship, Jackson 

,..JLJne 25·26: North .and South MS 4-H Cook-out Con-nests {Be,sf/Po rk/Po ult ry}, tocation TlBD 

Phone: (662} 325-2424 

Emai~:. dj230@ms:st.ate_eduwww.http://extensio n_msstate.edu/4-h 

EquIDne Ev,ents - Dr. Clay Cavmnde:r 

Contact Dr_ Cavind'er for information about progmms and events- Phone: (662) 325-7566 or 
day.cav i nder@msstate.edu Vl/ebsite 

http://extenslo n.msstate.edu/a.grlcu 'lture/llvestoc k/eq u I ne/upooml ngp rogrnms 
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