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Visiting UC Davis Adjunct Professor

Submitted by Dr. Shengfa Liao and Mr. Shamimul Hasan

Dr. Huaijun Zhou, Associate Professor and Chancellor’s Fellow from the Department of Animal
Science, University of California, Davis, CA, was invited to visit our Department of Animal & Dairy
Sciences on June 23~25, 2016. As an adjunct faculty member of our department, Dr. Zhou currently
serves as a member in Mr. M. Shamimul Hasan’s Ph.D. Graduate Committee. During this visit, the
graduate students including Taiji Wang, Shamimul Hasan, and Casey Durfey, in Dr. Liao’s research
group, had an opportunity to interact with Dr. Zhou and discussed their respective research projects
in a small group meeting. After the meeting, Dr. Zhou presented a research seminar, titled
“Improving food security in Africa by enhancing resistance to Newcastle disease and heat stress in
chickens”. The faculty, staff, and graduate students from the Departments of Animal & Dairy
Sciences and Poultry Science, as well as representatives from the Institute for Genomics,
Biocomputing & Biotechnology (IGBB) of MSU attended. For details about Dr. Zhou’s research

program, please visit http://animalscience.ucdavis.edu/faculty/Zhou.
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Southern Regional Horse Show Practice
Submitted by Dr. Clay Cavinder

4H students qualified for Southern Regionals this year. To prepare for this event, Dr. Clay Cavinder
and the new Equestrian Team Coach, Ashley Shiffler, offered students a free practice clinic on July
9th at the Mississippi State Horse Park. They offered coaching and practice on WP/HUS,
Showmanship, Horsemanship/HSE, Ranch Riding, Trail/Ranch Trail, Reining, Speed Events and
Western Riding.
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Submitted by Dr. Clay Cavinder

These clinics will be taught throughout the state each summer. Agents and/or volunteers can
organize one of these 2 day clinics in their area by contacting Dr. Clay Cavinder and he will send the
clinicians to teach. This first clinic was held in Winona on July 8-9. Two more clinics are scheduled
this month in Starkville and Canton, both on July 18-19.
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AQHA Horsemanship Camps in Europe gs
Submitted by Dr. Clay Cavinder Ff

In June, Ashley Shiffler, Ashley Palmer, Hannah Miller, Samantha Miller and Dr. Clay
Cavinder traveled to Germany, Slovenia, Austria, and Italy to teach horsemanship
camps.
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As an invited plenary speaker, Dr. Erdogan Memili presented “Genomic and Functional Genomic
Approaches to Improve Livestock Production and Product Quality” at the International Livestock
Genomics Conference in Lahore, Pakistan, May 30-31, 2016. Dr. Memili’s talk on the research from
Mississippi State and the visit also facilitated international collaborations both in research and

education, and enhanced the visibility of MSU. As the world’s 6th most populous country, Pakistan
ranks top 2nd on the numbers of water buffalo in the world.

Austin  Chiappetta, a junior biology and
biochemistry double-major at the University of
Northwestern in St. Paul, MN, has just started
pursuing his mentored research in Dr. Erdogan
Memili’s laboratory at the Department of
Animal and Dairy Sciences (ADS).

Austin has received a competitive fellowship
through the National Science Foundation’s (NSF)
Research Experiences for Undergraduates
(REU) Program on Computational Biology
directed by Dr. Andy Perkins of MSU’s
Department of Computer Science and
Engineering (CSE). Austin’s research is a

. . collaboration between ADS and CSE, and it
involves elucidating epigenetic mechanisms

regulating bull fertility using modern approaches

“in molecular, cell and developmental biology as
| well as in computational biology.

Austin plans to generate new knowledge on
functional genomics of bull fertility, present his

research at MSU’s Summer Undergraduate Research Symposium and at an international
conference, and publish his findings in a peer reviewed scientific journal.
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Submitted by Dr. Erdogan Memili y /

Dr. Hazem Ahmed EI-Debaky, a researcher at the National Research Center, Cairo,
Egypt is conducting a 6-month research project in Dr. Erdogan Memili’'s laboratory
at the Department of Animal and Dairy Sciences (ADS). Funded through a
competitive fellowship from the USAID grant, Dr. El-Debaky is conducting original
research on functional genomics of bull fertility. He plans to apply the new
knowledge and technical skills to the improvement of Water Buffalo agriculture in
Egypt. Dr. El-Debaky graduated from Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of Cairo
University, and earned his Master and Ph.D. in biochemistry and molecular biology
in the same college. He is an active member in many scientific societies including
Egyptian Veterinary Medical Association, Egyptian Society of Biochemistry, Society
of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, and National Committee for Biochemistry
and Molecular Biology (ENBMB) of the Academy of Scientific Research &
Technology.
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