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Meat Chemistry and Cuisine
Submitted by Dr. Derris Burnett
The Department of Animal and Dairy Sciences is offering a First Year Experience (FYE) course
for the first time this fall semester. Co-taught by our resident Meat Scientists, Dr. Derris Burnett and
Dr. Thu Dinh, “Meat Chemistry and Cuisine” is a course designed to introduce students to the field of
Meat Science and Muscle Biology in a creative and interactive atmosphere. Cooking meat is as
much an exercise in chemical transformation as it is in culinary flare.
The Chemistry and
Cuisine course
teaches students
about the ABC’s of
Meat Cuisine. These
include the Anatomy,
Biology, and
Chemical composition
of various meat cuts
and how this can be
manipulated to make
culinary
masterpieces.
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Through interactive
taste tests and demonstrations, students learn the principles of meat flavor, meat safety, Maillard vs.
Pyrolysis reactions (a.k.a. browning vs. burning), grilling vs. smoking, marinating vs. dry rubs,
preparation of variety meats, and much more. We also expose the students to meat products from
various species including Beef, Pork, Lamb, and Goat. Using this approach the instructors are able
to convey how understanding the ABC’s of Meat Cuisine can influence the selection and cookery of
various meat products.

At the end of the semester students will prepare their own meat masterpiece as final project and share
the results with the class. So far the course has received rave reviews from the students enrolled and
needless to say class attendance has not been an issue. In fact, we always manage to attract some nonenrolled students and passers-by eager to participate in the class. Our students range from ADS majors
to chemical engineers. The concept has become such a success that we are looking to offer the course
as a standard course available to all students in the coming semesters. Additionally, we are in the
process of developing a student club dedicated to Meat Chemistry and Cuisine for all of the aspiring
meatheads on campus.

Industry/Research Seminar
Submitted by Dr. Shengfa Liao

“Clay appliCation and animal Gut
HealtH”

PRESENTED BY

Dr. San (Chris) Ching
Technical Research Manager
Amlan International
OiL-Dri Corporation of America, Vernon Hills, IL
8:30 – 9:30 AM On Sept. 23 (Friday), 2016
Room 4043, Wise Center
Donuts will be served while it lasts (bring your own
coffee if needed)
Contact: Dr. Shengfa Liao: 662-325-7318; s.liao@msstate.edu

Upcoming Extension Events
Beef Extension – Dr. Brandi Karisch,
Cobie Rutherford


BQA Meeting: Sept. 19th in Corinth, MS



BQA Meeting: Sept. 20th in West Point, MS



BQA Meeting: Sept. 29th in Tylertown, MS

Equine Events – Dr. Clay Cavinder
MSU Online Horse Judging: Coaches and adult leaders can utilize this site as it contains numerous
four-horse classes of Halter, Western Pleasure, Hunter Under Saddle, Western Horsemanship, Hunt Seat
Equitation, Trail, Ranch Riding, and Western Riding with a new class or two added each month. Each four
-horse class also has a video set of reasons from members of the Mississippi State University Collegiate
Judging Team, along with a written critique.
Soon to be added are Reining, Heading, Heeling, and Tie-down Roping. Additionally, quick tips and
tutorials will be added routinely concerning “how to mark a score card” and “what are penalties and when
should they be applied?”
Cost: There are three options to access all the classes and additional content:
1. Month to month ($18/month), or
2. Yearly membership ($180/year).
3. Mississippi resident discount (Contact Clay Cavinder cc2944@msstate.edu)
Register at: http://extension.msstate.edu/msu-online-horse-judging-educational-page

4-H Events – Dr. Dean Jousan


Mississippi State Fair: October 6 - 17

#MAGGIE at
#cowbellyell2016!
Kenneth Graves,
MSU Dairy
Herdsman, greeted
the vast number of
Bulldog fans as
they posed with
the iconic, Magge,
for photos as they
waited to enter the
stadium.

Mississippi State University Livestock Judging
Submitted by Brett Crow
Some time ago, we started featuring alumni of our livestock
judging program by giving our viewers a look into the program’s
impact on the subsequent professional lives of our former
members. We know you’ll enjoy reading about our most recent
featured alumnus, Brandon Cutrer, who probably needs very little
introduction in livestock circles!
Brandon is a breeder of Brahman Cattle, and assistant manager
of the family-owned V8 Ranch, a registered Brahman, Shorthorn
and commercial cow-calf operation with ranching operations in a
3-county area of the Texas Gulf coast.
He received a B.S. in Agricultural Economics from Mississippi
State University, where he was also a member of the Livestock
Judging Team. Cutrer stated, "My involvement with the Livestock
judging team at Mississippi State allowed me to travel across the
country and visit many operations and meet people involved in
the livestock industry. These learning opportunities and
networking experiences helped expand my knowledge of the size
and scope of the entire American livestock industry and its
impact worldwide. Even today, as a rancher, I am still in contact
with many of the industry professionals and leaders, on a regular
basis, that I met during that time. I feel like, the most important things I gained from being involved with
the judging team, aside from learning more about livestock evaluation, were the opportunities to meet
key people and experience the livestock world outside of Mississippi."
After graduation, Brandon joined the staff of Mississippi State as herdsman of the South Farm Beef
unit. In this position, he was responsible for the management of approximately 530 head of Purebred
Angus, Charolais, and Hereford cattle. He also worked extensively with Extension and research
programs at the university.
Brandon joined V8 Ranch in 2010, and is responsible for the day to day management of 300 head of
cattle owned by he and his wife, along with many responsibilities for the ranch-owned 1500 head
operation. His ranch responsibilities include implementing and managing the ranch bull test, bull and
heifer development and performance programs, AI and reproduction programs, marketing, international
representation, and showing.
V8 Ranch is known as one of the premier registered Brahman herds in the world. They have exported
cattle and genetics to over 25 countries, primarily in Central and South America, Africa and Southern
Asia. The ranch has also exhibited 37 International Champions and 38 National Champions in the
Brahman breed.
Cutrer is an approved judge of the Brahman, Brangus, Beefmaster, and Santa Gertrudis breeds. He
has judged internationally in the countries of Colombia and Nicaragua. Brandon resides in Wharton,
Texas with his wife Rachel and two daughters, Mollie Jo and Ann Catherine. He is also a member of
the El Campo Church of Christ.
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Thanks to all of our generous donors that support and
encourage us!
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