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A Course for Just Horsin’ Around 
By Dr. Molly Nicodemus 

The Introduction to Horsemanship course, 
ADS 1132, is well underway for the Fall 2017 
semester. This course is taught in a 
laboratory and lecture setting. Both 
components give students the opportunity to 
learn how to ride horses, while learning more 
about equitation, horse care, and general 
training practices.  

 

This is the second semester where the 
laboratory component of the course has 
been held at the Horse Unit on the South 
Farm instead of the Mississippi State Horse 
Park. This location change has allowed 
students to have more time in the saddle and 

has 
made 
the 

laboratories more convenient for scheduling 
drive time to other courses taught across 
campus. 

 

The Horse Unit’s new arena is a large open 

arena making it easy for students to practice 

maneuvers taught in the laboratory. In 

addition to the new location, students have 

enjoyed a new laboratory-teaching assistant, 

Ms. Holly Evans, ADS Graduate Student. 

When not teaching the riding laboratories, 

Ms. Evans is assisting with the coaching of 

the English equestrian team. Students 

attribute the success of the riding 

laboratories to Ms. Evans’s light-hearted 

nature as it makes the learning environment 

calming to both timid students and horses. 



Kutchy Defends Dissertation and Advances to 

Conduct Postdoctoral Research at Yale University 

Naseer A. Kutchy presented his dissertation research seminar “Sperm genetic and 

epigenetic mechanisms regulating male fertility” and passed the defense exam in the 

Department on Wednesday October 4, 2017. 

Dr. Erdogan Memili, Dr. Donna Gordon of Department of Biological Sciences, Dr. 

Caleb Lemley of Animal and Dairy Sciences, and Dr. Any Perkins of Computer 

Science and Engineering served as his graduate research committee members and 

mentors.  

Reflecting his journey in our department, Naseer expressed the deepest appreciation 

to his graduate advisor and the committee members and mentors for their guidance in 

his research and development. He also acknowledged the departmental faculty, 

graduate students and staff members as well as Giles Distinguished Professor Lori 

Bruce who is the Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of the 

Graduate School at Mississippi State University. 

Naseer plans to pursue his postdoctoral research at Yale University in New Haven, 

Connecticut.  



 

WCBI reporter, Parker King, interviewed Dr. Clay 

Cavinder about his Horse Management Class.  The 

report focused on the skills that both students and 

horses learn.  With his knowledge and expertise, 

Cavinder has expanded the number of equine 

classes and student club opportunities.  Ashley 

Shiffler donates her horsemanship knowledge and 

time to coaching the MSU Equestrian Team. See 

the interview at:  https://youtu.be/4_snfVyEUns 



 

Lauren Hodge grew up on a row 
crop farm in the delta of Arkansas. 
Lauren loved horses from a very 
early age and has been riding 
since she was three years old. 
Lauren competed in upper level 
barrel racing competitions through 
middle school and high school. 
She obtained two bachelor 
degrees from the University of 
Arkansas at Monticello in Animal 
Science and Agriculture Business. 
She competed on the collegiate 
rodeo team during her four years 
at University of Arkansas at 
Monticello. After visiting a couple 
of universities with Equine 
Nutrition master’s positions, she chose to attend 
Mississippi State University and work under Dr. 
Rude. When visiting Mississippi State, she felt at 
home and that it was the right choice. She 
completed her master’s degree in August of 2015. 

Lauren enjoyed her time at Mississippi State so 
much she decided to continue her education and 
obtain her PhD under Dr. Rude. She successfully 

passed her preliminary exams in 
December of 2016. Her research 
project is titled “Effects of dietary L-
arginine on reproductive 
parameters in gestating mares”. 
This research is focused on 
potentially increasing blood flow to 
the uterus as well as placenta of 
gestating mares to ensure a healthy 
pregnancy, enhancing uterine 
involution after parturition, and 
further knowledge on potential 
ways to mitigate early embryonic 
loss in mares. 

Lauren hopes to finish her studies 
at Mississippi State within a year. 

She can now tell when Dr. Rude has walked into the 
office apart from anyone else by the way he opens 
the door as well as the way he walks, and can 
proficiently locate him by the sound of his laughter. 
This must be a sure sign that she is close to ready 
to graduate. In the four years of her time in this 
department she has come to feel that the professors 
and fellow graduate students are family and will 
truly miss everyone when it is time to leave.   







Congratulations 
Equestrian 
Team! 



Upcoming Events!
Mississippi State University Artificial 
Insemination School, October 26 - 28, 
Animal and Dairy Sciences 
Department, Mississippi State, MS 

Upcoming Programs and publications are online at 
http://extension.msstate.edu/agriculture/livestock/e 
quine/upcoming-programs 

For more info, contact Dr. Cavinder 
at clay.cavinder@msstate.edu 

Beef Extension - Dr. Brandi Karisch & Cobie Rutherford 

Equine Events - Dr. Clay Cavinder

4-H Events - Dr. Dean Jousan

Dairy Events - Dr. Amanda Stone

Mississippi State Fair, October 4-15, Jackson, Ms

 For publications and upcoming events go 
to: http://extension.msstate.edu/4-h  or contact Dr. 
Dean Jousan at dj230@msstate.edu 

Breakfast on the Farm, Dairy tours with a cow 
Costume Contest, a "Haunted Parlor, Breakfast with 
Milk & Ice Cream. October 27-29, MSU Bearden 
Dairy Research Center. $5 pp; Register by Oct. 20 at 
extension.msstate.edu/breakfast 



MEAT SALE!!








