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News & Current Events 

 

Teaching and Research News 
Submitted by Dr. Erdogan Memili 
 

Austin Chiappetta, a junior biology and biochemistry double-major at the University of Northwestern (UNW) 

in St. Paul, MN, completed his 

mentored research in Dr. Memili’s 

laboratory at the Department of 

Animal and Dairy Sciences (ADS). 

Austin presented his summer 

undergraduate research at MSU to 

the UNW Biology & Biochemistry 

faculty and research students at 

their monthly research meeting on 

September 19, 2016.  

 

For his summer research in ADS, 

Austin had received a competitive 

fellowship through the National 

Science Foundation’s (NSF) 

Research Experiences for 

Undergraduates (REU) Program on 

Computational Biology. His 

research was aimed at elucidating epigenetic mechanisms regulating bull fertility using modern approaches 

in molecular, cell and developmental biology as well as in computational biology. 

 

Working with his graduate mentor Naseer Kutchy and postdoctoral mentor Dr. Erika Menezes, Austin has 

generated new knowledge in functional genomics of bull fertility, and presented his research at MSU’s 

Summer Undergraduate Research Symposium. Following his graduation from the UNW, Austin plans to 

pursue graduate studies in cell biology.  



 

 



 

Upcoming Extension Events 

 

Beef Extension – Dr. Brandi Karisch 

           Cobie Rutherford 
 

 MSU Artificial Insemination School, Oct. 13-15, 2016 

 Mississippi Cattlemen's Association Cattlemen's College, Oct. 27, 2017, Hattiesburg 

 Mississippi Cattlemen's Association Cattlemen's College, Oct. 28, 2017, Batesville 

 

Equine Events – Dr. Clay Cavinder 

 Ranch Horse Clinic series is coming to Starkville in Spring 2017. 

Be on the lookout for the official dates. 

 

 

4-H Events – Dr. Dean Jousan 

 Mississippi State Fair:  October 6 - 17, 2016 

 National Association of Extension 4-H Agents (NAE4-HA) Annual Conference, New 

Orleans, LA, Oct. 9-13, 2016 

 4-H Day at the State Fair, Oct. 15, 2016 

 

Dairy Events – Dr. Amanda Stone 

 Dairy Science Field Day:  March 17, 2017, Starkville 

 Bearden Dairy Research Center Open House:  May 20, 2017 

 



 

ADS CLUBS and ORGANIZATIONS 



 

ADS CLUBS and ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Support the MSU Equestrian Team on Facebook 



 

Mississippi State University Collegiate 
Cattlemen’s Association at the State Fair 
 
Submitted by Dr. John Blanton 

 
The MSU Cattlemen’s Association is working their annual 
fundraiser at the Mississippi State Fair.  They are cooking and 
selling Bully Burgers at the Beef Barn concession stand. 
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