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News & Current Events 

 

Mississippi State University Livestock Judging 
Submitted by Brett Crow 

 
As many of you know, on occasion we feature alumni of our livestock judging program as a way to 

let you know the impact that judging had on them and where it has taken them in their professional 

and personal lives. The youngest alumnus we’ve 

featured to date is Harrison Lang, who is a very recent 

graduate. Enjoy reading Harrison’s story! 

 

Harrison is a native of Brandon, MS and was a member 

of the 2015 MSU Livestock Judging Team. He 

graduated from MSU in May of 2016 with a B.S. in 

Agricultural Information Sciences. Harrison now resides 

in Mandeville, LA where he works for Bunge North 

America at an export grain facility. In Harrison’s free 

time he is involved in his family’s commercial cow/calf 

and stocker cattle operation where he works alongside 

his grandfather. 

 

Harrison stated, “The knowledge of livestock evaluation 

I gained and the opportunity to travel the country was 

priceless and skills I use on a daily basis in judging 

shows and making decisions on our family’s cattle 

operation. Yet this knowledge and experience was just 

the threshold of tools I gained from my judging 

experience. Tools such as communication, public speaking, teamwork, and time management are 

invaluable skills I gained from my judging experience that I use each and every day in my 

professional career. There’s no doubt that my judging experience was the most meaningful and 

educational involvement of my college career.” 

 



 

 

2016  Mississippi State Fair 
 

Submitted by Dr. Dean Jousan 

 
This was the 3rd largest State Fair in the past 10 years based on number of livestock 

exhibited (1,514), trailing the 2011 Fair by only 16 head.  It was nice to see increased 

numbers and thanks goes to all Extension agents, FFA advisors, volunteers, parents, and 

others who worked with Mississippi youth to bring such a quality set of livestock for 

competition at the State Fair earlier this month. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Lionel Brown, Extension Agent in Wilkinson County, walking with a DeSoto 4-H’er  in 

Beef Showmanship.   



 

Upcoming Extension Events 

 

Beef Extension – Dr. Brandi Karisch 

           Cobie Rutherford 
 

 Mississippi Cattlemen's Association Cattlemen's College, Oct. 27, 2016, Hattiesburg 

 Mississippi Cattlemen's Association Cattlemen's College, Oct. 28, 2016, Batesville 

 

Equine Events – Dr. Clay Cavinder 

 Ranch Horse Clinic series is coming to Starkville in Spring 2017. 

Be on the lookout for the official dates. 

 

 

4-H Events – Dr. Dean Jousan 

 National Association of Extension 4-H Agents (NAE4-HA) 
 Annual Conference, Portland, OR., Oct. 25-29, 2016 
 

 State 4H Staff Conference, Oct. 29, 2016 

 

Dairy Events – Dr. Amanda Stone 

 Dairy Science Field Day:  March 17, 2017, Starkville 

 Bearden Dairy Research Center Open House:  May 20, 2017 

 



Horseman’s Association Spends Fall Break 
at the Horse Poor Barrel Race 
 
Submitted by Dr. Molly Nicodemus 
 

The Horseman’s Association members sacrificed their Fall Break to work the Horse Poor Barrel Race at 

the Mississippi Horse Park in Starkville, MS on October 13-16. This event is one of the largest events the 

Mississippi Horse Park hosts each year and it grows every year. The barrel race was an American 

Qualifier and included $25,000 in cash prizes. Club members were responsible for running the gates 

during the race with 5-8 hour shifts starting Friday afternoon at 5 pm and running through Sunday. A total 

of 4-6 members signed up for each shift with well over 20 students getting a chance to be a part of this 

event. Students also got a chance to meet the winner of the American Qualifier, Quay Eaves, who is a 

local horse trainer based in Louisville, MS.  Due to the exceptional work during the show, the club 

received a donation from the Horse Park that will go towards the club’s annual scholarship, the Gary 

Woodruff Memorial Scholarship. 

Bricklee Miller, Patty Joe, Amber Chancellor, Whitney Parnell, Rebecca Byrne Cobb, 

Laura Schaeffer (HA President) and Narsis Whigham (HA Vice President) 



National FFA Convention 

 

Mrs. Jessica Graves and ADS student, 

CALS Ambassador and Recruitment Intern, 

Beth Orr represented Mississippi State 

University CALS and Animal and Dairy 

Sciences at the National Future Farmers of 

America Convention the week of October 

17th.   

Over 68,000 students, parents and sponsors 

attended  the event in Indianapolis, Indiana.  

Mrs. Graves and Ms. Orr were able to meet 

many students interested in careers in Animal 

& Dairy Sciences.  We are looking forward to 

visits by prospective MSU students in the 

future. 

 

Jessica Graves and Jessica Wells 

 



 

ADS CLUBS and ORGANIZATIONS 
 

MSU Meat Chemistry and Cuisine Club Fundraiser 

Our meatheads will be outside of Ballew Hall cooking some samples and selling ready-to-cook meats 

and pork-stuffed spring rolls every Tuesday at 4 PM. If you would like to purchase our products, 

please come during the sampling event every Tuesday or email Alex Holtcamp 

(ajh420@msstate.edu) or Anuraj Sukumaran (at1179@msstate.edu). Meats and spring rolls will be 

available for pick up from Monday to Friday in Ballew Hall. 

SAMPLE MENU: 

6 4-oz dry-rub pork chops in vacuum package for $8 

6 spring rolls in vacuum package for $6 

FREE SAMPLES  

EVERY TUESDAY at 4 pm outside BALLEW HALL 
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