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BY JANIECE PIGG

THE BEARDEN DAIRY RESEARCH CENTER,
a unit of the Mississippi Agricultural
and Forestry Experiment Station, is an
award winning dairy farm that flourishes
around production, research, teaching,
and outreach. Mississippi Agricultural and
Forestry Experiment Station partners with
the MSU Extension Service as an important
strategic partner at the MAFES Dairy.

Dr. Amanda Stone is the MSU Extension
Service’s state dairy specialist and an assistant
professor in the Department of Animal and
Dairy Sciences in the College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences. Stone has worked with
the MAFES Bearden Dairy Research Center
from the beginning of her appointment at
Mississippi State, three years ago.

Several classes are held at the dairy to give
students hands-on, experiential learning
opportunities.

“We use our cattle to teach future veteri-
narians, dairy scientists, and animal scientists
about how to work with cows,” Stone said.

The dairy has ongoing research that is
aimed at benefitting Mississippi producers.

“Our goal is always to conduct research
that is directly applicable to Mississippi’s
dairy producers—things that can be imple-
mented by our producers to improve their
herds,” Stone said. “We have a great herd for
research and are growing it in order to have
better statistical power for studies, but even
more importantly, we have an amazing farm
crew and graduate students that work hard to
ensure our projects run smoothly” said Stone.

Extension events are an important com-
ponent at the MAFES dairy.

“We have producers come out to learn
what we are doing correctly, or sometimes

not correctly, which is just as important,”

Stone added.

The MAFES dairy, in conjunction with
the MSU Extension Service hosts a number
of outreach events, such as Breakfast on the
Farm. These events are aimed at fosteringa
passion for agriculture in children of all ages.

“Ilove working with students, from Pre-K
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Dr. Amanda Stone is the MSU Extension Service’s state dairy specialist and an assistant professor in the
Department of Animal and Dairy Sciences in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. (Photo by Kevin

Hudson)

to college. They are the future of agriculture
and many of them are not exposed to it to
understand its importance,” Stone said. “Like
our herd manager tells them on tours, agri-
culture impacts everything we do every single
day. I've tried to put alot of focus on youth
in my time here with the goal that it will
directly have a positive impact on those chil-
dren’s lives, but also with the hope that they
can extend their newfound knowledge and
experience onto others in order to positively
impact buying preferences in the grocery

store and encouraging careers in agriculture.”

Asaworking farm, The MAFES Bearden
Dairy Research Center is first and foremost
a production dairy. The MAFES Sales Store
sells products made from the dairy farm’s
most notable asset, milk.

“The milk produced at the dairy is deliv-
ered daily to the MAFES Custer Dairy
Processing Plant, which in turn produces

products for sale at the MAFES Sales Store,”

said Stone, who explained how the produc-
tion of dairy products is able to run “full
circle” from farm to table. “That helps give
us protection at the dairy level, so that we
always have a place to sell our milk. And
the Custer Dairy Processing Plant produces
great products.”

As dairy farms throughout the nation
are closing, the Mississippi Agricultural
and Forestry Experiment Station and the
MSU Extension Service partner to conduct
research and outreach to help Southern pro-
ducers thrive. Teaching through the College
of Agriculture and Life Sciences prepares
the next generation of agricultural leaders.

“I see my role not just for helping the
producers and our students at Mississippi
State, but also helping the dairy industry, as
awhole, by shininga positive light on what
dairy producers do each day to provide a
safe and nutritious food to our families

every single day.” ¥
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HORSEMAN'S ASSOCIATION
T-SHIRT SALE

If you are looking for
Christmas gifts, the
Horseman’s Association is
selling their club shirts.

Club officers assisted in
designing the shirt. Shirt sales
support the club’s spring trip.
Shirt price is $20 with a wide
range of adult sizes available.

The club will also be
sponsoring a second
fundraiser in the Spring with
an Open Horse Show.
Individuals interested in
learning more about the shirt
sales or the open horse show
can visit the club’s Facebook
page at
https://www.facebook.com/ms
statehorsemens/.

Individuals can also contact
the club’s advisor, Dr. Molly
Nicodemus, at
mnicodemus@ads.msstate.edu
for shirt purchases and
further information on club
activities.

2018-2019 Horseman'’s Association T-Shirt Design
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Academic
Quadrathlon

The MSU Academic Quadrathlon was
held November 16, 17, & 19, 2018.
There were three teams of 4 students
each which competed to represent
the department at the Southern
Section of ASAS in Oklahoma in

January, 2019.

On Friday evening (Nov. 16) the Lab
practicum was administered, during
which almost all of the ADS graduate
students took the responsibility for
conducting one lab station of 10 for
the teams to complete. On Saturday
morning, teams were given a written
exam and participated in an oral
presentation. Rhian Weimer assisted
coordinating the two events, and
Hunter Burnett and Zully Contreras
judged the oral competition. On
Monday evening the team competed
in a double elimination quiz bowl.
Rhian Weimer and Hunter Burnett
kept score for each round of

questions.

This year the three teams were very
competitive, there was only one
point separating each team.
However, the team which won the
Academic Quadrathlon and will
travel to represent MSU ADS in
Oklahoma consists of Malorie

Malorie Humble, Hannah Kruse, Jason Sousa, and Sabrina Taylor. Humble, Hannah Kruse, Jason Sousa,
and Sabrina Taylor.
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FINAL PROJECT SHOWCASE

ADS Meat Chemistry and Cuisine class present their final dishes of
Beef, Pork, Lamb and Goat.

They will discuss the Anatomy, Biology and Chemical Composition
(ABC's) of their meat cuts and how they factored these into their fi-
nal dish:
+ Seasoning or marinade strategy
+ Cookery method and why
+ Meat safety issues associated with preparation
+ Relative value of the cut to the rest of the carcass
MONDAY, DEC. 3, 2018 | 5:00PM

MEAT SCIENCE & MUSCLE BIOLOGY LAB
315 WISE CENTER DRIVE
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Food Systems Leadership

Congrats to our Food
Systems Leadership
Class 12 Association of
Public Land Grant

Universities MSU “||‘;§:;"

Universimes

recipients receiving
their awards: Dr. John
Blanton, Mississippi
State University Animal
& Dairy Sciences head;
Dr Gary

Jackson, Mississippi
State University
Extension

Service director; and
Dr. Andy Kouba, MS
State Wildlife, Fisheries
and Aquaculture
Department head. #MS
UAg
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Student Spotlight

“I grew up in West Point,
Mississippi. Everyone in my
family - from my great-great
grandparents to my brothers
- came to Mississippi State
University. So at the time of
deciding where to go to
college, it seemed inevitable
that I would attend MSU.

Closer to finalizing my college
decision, I started looking at
any other schools, though,
just because I started feeling
like I didn’t want to go
somewhere so close to home.
But even after driving to 5
different states to tour 30+
colleges, the only place I could
see myself at was Mississippi
State University.

Ann Caroline Harrell, Junior,
Animal & Dairy Sciences

That is why I chose to attend
MSU, and I chose to major in
Animal & Dairy Sciences
because I have always been
passionate about animals and
look forward to working with
them in my future career."
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National FFA
Vet Science Contest

Congratulatory
shout out to Animal
and Dairy Sciences
student, Amyjo "Red"
Steichen, who
participated in the
2018 National FFA
Vet Science contest.
Her chapter {from
Cullom, Illinois
finished 3rd in the
nation and she was
the 4th place
individual in the
contest!
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Mississippl State Equestrian Team
Fundraiser

GET YOUR CHRISTMAS

GIFTS HERE Support the team by going to the link

to purchase your candles!

The Mississippi State https:/l[fundraising.goldcanyon.com/fundraiser-candles?
fundraiser=703&seller=1713

Equestrian Team 1is
having a fundraiser
with Gold Canyon
Candles! The team
will receive 40% of
every candle sold!
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Beef Extension - Dr. Brandi Karisch & Cobie Rutherford

Phone: (662) 325-7465 or brandi.karisch@msstate.edu (662) 325-4344 or cobie.rutherford@msstate.edu
Beef Calendar: http://extension.msstate.edu/livestock/beef/beef-calendar

Dairy Events - Dr. Amanda Stone

Phone: (662) 325-8773 or Email: amanda.stone@msstate.edu Website: http://extension.msstate.edu/dairy

4-H Events - Dr. Dean Jousan

Phone: (662) 325-2424
Email: dj230@msstate.edu www.http://extension.msstate.edu/4-h

Equine Events - Dr. Clay Cavinder

Contact Dr. Cavinder for information about programs and events. Phone: (662) 325-7566 or
clay.cavinder@msstate.edu Website
http://extension.msstate.edu/agriculture/livestock/equine/upcomingprograms
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