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News & Current Events 

 

Outstanding Young Scientist - Dr. Caleb Lemley 
 

Submitted by Dr. John Blanton 

 

 

Dr. Caleb Lemley will receive the American Society of Animal Science Southern Section’s 

Outstanding Young Scientist award at the Southern Section meeting.  If you are attending this year, 

please join us at the awards ceremony.  The meeting is February 4-7, 2017 in Franklin, TN. 

 

 

               



 

Beason Family Farm Receives Milk Quality Award 
 

Submitted by Dr. Amanda Stone 
 
Six milk quality awards were awarded in Tifton, Georgia on November 16 as part of the 

Southeast Quality Milk Initiative project. The Southeast Quality Milk Initiative is a five 

year, six state, USDA-funded project targeted at finding ways to help southeastern dairy 

producers improve milk quality through cost-effective mastitis prevention and control strategies. 

The winner of the Mississippi award was the Beason Family Farm in Philadelphia, owned by Shelby 

and Marlo Beason. The Beasons milk a grazing herd of 32 Jerseys with a rolling herd average of 

over 12,000 pounds of milk. Their average somatic cell count for the year preceding this award was 

126,000 cells/ mL.  The Beasons process their own milk and sell unhomogenized whole, reduced 

fat, and chocolate milk on-farm, and in several grocery stores and restaurants. 

Shelby is a third generation farmer and Marlo has a background in marketing, allowing them to 

provide a great agri-tourism and educational facility to the local community.  The Beasons 

represent the Mississippi dairy industry well and the award was well-deserved. 

 



Construction Updates on New Meat Lab 

Submitted by Dr. John Blanton 
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Upcoming Extension Events 

Beef Extension – Dr. Brandi Karisch 

           Cobie Rutherford 
 

 2017 Cattle Industry and NCBA Trade Show on January 31—February 4, 2017 in 

Nashville, TN 

 

 

Equine Events – Dr. Clay Cavinder 

 Cow Horse and Ranch Handling Clinic—prepare for competing in 2 new classes at 

the 2017 State 4H Show.  $30 fee, Lunch is provided. 

 March 17, 2017; 9 am - 3 pm; Montgomery Co. Coliseum, Winona, MS 

 March 18, 2017; 9 am - 3 pm; Lincoln Co. Multipurpose Center, Brookhaven, MS 

 April 1, 2017; 9 am - 3 pm; Chickasaw Co. Agri-Center, Houston, MS 

 May 13, 2017; 9 am - 3 pm; Forrest Co. Multipurpose Center, Hattiesburg, MS 

 For more info, contact Dr. Cavinder at clay.cavinder@msstate.edu 

 

 

4-H Events – Dr. Dean Jousan 

 Dixie National Junior Round-Up, Feb. 2-9, 2017, Jackson, MS 

 Dixie National Sale of Junior Champions, Feb. 9, 2017, Jackson, MS 

 

Dairy Events – Dr. Amanda Stone 

 Dairy Science Field Day:  March 17, 2017, Starkville 

 Bearden Dairy Research Center Open House:  May 20, 2017 
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